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speedy recovery. That evening we attacked again
on both our flanks, clearing out some cf the strong
points north of the Ypres-Coinines canal, and forcing
the enemy on the south "back to the line of tke river
Warnave.

Sir Herbert Plumer's task had been bnlliantiv and
fully accomplished. In a single day's fighting he had
advanced two and a half miles on a front of nearly
ten; he had wiped out the German salient, and
carried also its chord ; he had stormed positions on
the heights which the enemy regarded as impreg-
nable ; his losses were extraordinarily small, and
he had taken 7,200 prisoners, 67 guns, 94 trench
mortars, and 294 machine guns. The Battle of
Messines will rank in history as a perfect instance of
the success of the limited objective.

II

The preliminary work of Messines was over by
12th June, but it was not till late in July that the
day for the major advance could be fixed. The plan,
as it was finally put into action, bristled with diffi-
culties which might have deterred a less stout-
hearted commander than Sir Douglas Haig. It was
in some degree a race against time. If a true strategic
purpose was to be effected before winter, the first
stages must be quickly passed. The high ground east
of the Salient must be won in a fortnight, to enable
the British to move against the German bases in
West Flanders and clear the coast-line. Moreover,
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